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ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 

The Lenten season began on a cold note, one that 
put the brakes on many planned activities. And with 
so many of us always in a hurry and wanting things 
to happen immediately that might not be a bad 
thing.  
 
In this edition of the newsletter, Rev. Catherine 
Nance brings you more on her love for baseball 
and why one proposed change in the major 
leagues comes ironically during the Lenten 
Season.  (That’s on page 2!) 
 
Lent is a time of sacrifice and some 1st UMC 
children demonstrated that by spending time to 
help others.  
(That’s on page 5!) 
 
And brings you news about 

recent growth and spreading its message online.  
(That’s on page 6!) 
 
Enjoy this edition of The Church Bell ! 

Lenten Sermon Series 
(All three worship services) 

 

March 1st 
Parable of laborers in the vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16) 

 
March 8th  

Parable of the wedding banquet (Matthew 22:1-14) 
 
March 15th 
Parable of the bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13) 
 

March 22nd 
Parable of the last judgement (Matthew 25:31-46) 



I Love Baseball - Rev. Catherine Nance 

I love baseball. Some of that has to do with peanuts and hot dogs, but much of it has 
to do with the timing and the silent conversations that take place on the field. 
Baseball is the only game that does not depend on a clock to determine the winner. 
The game is over when it is over. Not at the buzzer. Nine innings; three outs; no 
matter how long it takes. And it may take extra innings.  

I love the ballet and poetry that goes on when a batter steps out of the box and 
proceeds through all of his movements, tapping the shoes, tightening a wrist band, 
adjusting the hat while at the same time staring at the pitcher or stridently avoiding eye contact – both carry a 
message. How long a manager takes to walk to the mound and talk to a pitcher is deliberate. You’ve got to give 
the bull pen some time; you’ve got to give the pitcher on mound some dignity. Whether or not the first baseman 
joins the catcher and manager on the mound sends a message. This conversation cannot be rushed. There is 
meaning in all of the ‘extra time’ and there are conversations being spoken in the silence. 

So, you can understand why I was saddened to hear the report from Major League Baseball this week that they 
will be instituting some time controls. Commissioner Rob Manfred wants to speed up the game and, has 
“prioritized the idea of making baseball more appealing to a generation craving immediacy.” (New York Times 
2/20/2015)  A batter must keep one foot in the batter’s box at all times with a few exceptions; managers must 
call for instant replay from the dugout instead of coming out to ‘discuss’ it first with the umpire.  

It is ironic to me that this talk of speeding things up takes place during Lent. It is during this forty-day season 
that we are intentional about our time – how we spend it, what we do with it, how we fill it. Many of us have 
committed to taking more time in reading scripture or devotional material; more time in prayer. Some of you 
have made a decision to spend more time with a friend, or with family members. 

We may be living in a time where immediacy is craved. Right now! No waiting! However, for spiritual formation 
to take place, one needs time and patience and ritual and repetitiveness. Just as a batter taps the side of his 
shoes with the bat three times each, we need that routine of picking up our Bible at the same place, same time 
every day; or sitting in that same spot each day, taking a deep breath and praying, Our Father, who art in 
heaven…. 

Other things around us may be rushed and sped up. But let’s keep in mind that a relationship with God’s spirit 
cannot be timed. It is timeless. 

Blessings to you during this Lenten season . 
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Lent gets off to an icy start 1st News 
As the last newsletter  
was mailed out the 
pastors and staff were 
busy planning for Ash 
Wednesday and the 
beginning of Lent.  As it 
turned out,  those plans 
quickly changed once 

snow and ice blanketed the region.   
 
 
Services were canceled and 
plans were made to offer the 
imposition of ashes in the 
February 22nd, 8:15 service 
and the Celebrate Recovery 
service on February 25th. 
 
The first Sunday in Lent, all 
three services focused on 
forgiveness (Matthew 18:15-
35).  Throughout the rest of 
the Lenten Season you will 
hear more of the parables of 
Jesus in all three worship services.     

Upcoming meeting 

Celebration in worship 

 

Every Sunday is a celebration and this past one was 
even more so, as the Sanctuary was filled with 
youthful voices and talents.  The Celebration Ringers 
and Celebration Singers both participated in the 
10:30 Traditional service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Online you can find a schedule of when the 
children’s, youth and handbell choirs are playing 
during worship at: www.1stchurch.org, under the 
“Music at 1st” tab.  Just click on “rehearsal and 
worship” when you get there.  

If you work with children or youth here at the church,  
please make plans to attend ONE of two upcoming Safe 
Sanctuaries training events.  This program is part of the 
church’s efforts to provide a safe environment for all 
children, youth, adults, volunteers and staff who 
participate in the many ministries of the church.  

 
 

Here are the dates and times for the training: 

Sunday, March 1st 
Wesley Hall 

9:15 am 
 

Sunday, March 8th 
Wesley Hall 

11:45 am 
(A pizza lunch will be provided for this 

session) 
 
We look forward to seeing you at one of these sessions. 
If you have any questions please contact  Denise Johns, 
Nathan Irwin or Rev. Catherine Nance at 982-1273. 

Circle 1  
March 5th @ 9:45 am 
Home of Elaine Graves 
103 Belgradia Court, Maryville  

Bread bakers needed 

First time visitors to 1st UMC get a bag filled with 
goodies including fresh baked bread.  Help us keep 
providing the bread by baking up a small loaf or two 
and bringing it by the office.  
 
 For more information call Martha Ragland 233-0431.  

http://1stchurch.org/#/music-at-1st/rehearsal-worship
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The J.O.Y. of fellowship 

The Adult Council of the church is working to provide 
more fellowship opportunities here at the church during 
the week.  On the last Wednesday of each month there 
will be a lunch and program offered Just for  “Older” 
Youth.  In January about 50 people gathered to get 
appraisals for antiques and this month,  Director of 
Music, Terry Wilson provides lessons on the music of 
Lent.  
 
Coming up on March 25th, the J.O.Y. Fellowship lunch 
features Pat Collins, a local speaker and pharmacist.  
She will be providing YOU with information on the 
interactions of medicines, medicines that are harmful to 
seniors and much more.  
 

J.O.Y. Fellowship Lunch & Program 
Medicine Interactions and More 

March 25th 
Lunch  at Noon 

Speaker at 12:30 pm 
Cost is $5 

 
Sign up by March 23rd!  

Online at:  
www.1stchurch.org under “event registration”  

or call the church office at 982-1273. 
 
April’s program: 
Maryville Police Department tells you how to avoid 
scams. 

Sermons online 

Scout Sunday & Cub Scouts 

 

The snow and ice postponed this important fundraiser 
for Family Promise.  If you can, make plans to attend it 
on March 6th! 

 
(and on the next page, be sure and check out what the 
children of 1st UMC did to help out this organization!) 

Heart for the Homeless 

If you were here last Sunday (Feb. 22nd), chances are 
you spotted a few scouts at the various services.  Some 
were greeters, some were ushers and some even read 
during worship.  Troop 81, which 1st UMC sponsors, 
was originally chartered in 1916 and is the oldest troop 
in Blount County.  The troop is working on special 
events and celebrations for its Centennial next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About a week earlier, Cub Scout Pack 81 held its 
annual Blue and Gold Banquet. If you happened to 
pass through Wesley Hall around that time, you 
probably noticed the carnival atmosphere.  The Hall 
was all decorated with balloons, games, fortune teller 
stands and lots of good carnival treats.  

Many of you have been asking “When will you be putting 
your sermons online?” Well, for the past few weeks, 
we’ve been working on a process to get that done.   
Whether you missed a sermon or just want to hear it 
again, check online to see if it is there. The sermons are 
available to stream or to download.  We are hoping to get 
some older sermons online as well, so keep checking.  
 
To hear sermons online: 
 Visit www.1stchurch.org . 
 Click on the Worship at 1st Tab. 
 Click on “sermons online”  
 Find  the sermon you want or scroll down the page to 

launch the media player! 

http://1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/worship-at-1st/sermons-online
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Children’s Corner                                                                          
Contact:   Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org  
or  982-1273   

 

Church Directory Update 
 
We now have a rough draft of the new 
pictorial directory, one that the ministers 
are using to match names with faces!  
Over the next few weeks, we will be 
working on editing the directory and hope 
to have it printed for you sometime in early 
April. (We’ll keep you posted!)  
 
If you did not submit a picture, but had one 
made for the last directory, we are using 
the old picture unless we hear from you.  If 
you have something more recent you want 
us to use just bring it by the church office 
or go online and submit it. You will find the 
link to submit pictures in the “1st Look” 
section under the “Church Directory” tab.  

Children raise $450 for a 
good cause 

 
As the snow and ice from the 
past week began to melt, kids 
in the 4th-6th grade Sunday 
School class served up cups 
of cider and cocoa all for a 
good cause.   
 
 
The venture was part of an effort during the Lenten 
season to help children in need throughout the 
community.   
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday’s donations totaled $450 and will be given to 
Family Promise of Blount County.  Way to go!  

 
Monday March 30th through April 3rd 

Special services and light lunch from 12:05 to 12:55 pm 
                     March 30th - Message from Kay Dillard 

                                     Special music by  Kevin Painter, cello 
                     March 31st -  Barbara Clark 

                                Message and Special violin music 
       April 1st -      Message from Rev. Sarah Slack 

                                  Special music by Dave Slack & Chuck Nabors  
                     April 2nd -     Message from Buzz Trexler 
                                            Special music by Susan Daves 
                     April 3rd -      Message from Charles Maynard 
                                            Special music by Chris Lee   

The hunt is on! 
Easter will be here in just a few weeks.  It is a 
time children look forward to, especially when it 
comes to the egg hunt. This year we are putting a 
twist on this time honored tradition, one designed 
to teach children the true meaning of Easter.  It’s 
all happening on Saturday, March 28th so be sure 
and mark your calendar and invite a friend or two.   
 
 

The Hunt for Easter 
An Easter scavenger hunt with a purpose! 

Saturday, March 28th 
Meet in Wesley Hall at 10:30 am 

Lunch follows at noon. 
Sign up online at: 

www.1stchurch.org 
or call 982-1273 

 

4th-6th grade Sunday School Class 

mailto:djohns@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-look/church-directory
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
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What are you waiting for? 

So have you 
signed up to 
participate in 
this year’s 
Resurrection 
Run? 
 
The event 
raises money 

for Family Promise of Blount County 
an organization which helps homeless 
families in the area.  It is an 
organization with strong support here 
at 1st UMC, which serves as a host 
church for the families throughout the 
year.  
 
Why not help show how much 1st 
UMC cares by signing up as part of the 
1st UMC team? 
 
There is both a 5K run and a 1-mile 
run.  Both are on Saturday, April 4th 
beginning at 8:30 am.  
 
The registration fee is $25 and you can 
do this online at http://runsignup.com/
race/tn/maryville/resurrectionrun .    
 
When you register be sure and put the 
church name down on the form to let 
them know you are part of the 1st 
UMC team.  Come help Family 
Promise go the extra mile! 

Do you have any hurts, hang-ups, or habits?  We know you have 
heard this before!  Maybe you know of someone or a family that 
needs a safe place to come and just feel love and support?  If so, 
come to on Wednesdays beginning at 6:00 

pm and help make a difference in their life and yours.  
    
Exciting things are happening at Our 

numbers are growing and in order to get the word out, we now 
have a website!  It is a work in progress, but you can find basic 
information there.  The address is www.CRMaryvilletn.com.  CR is 
also on twitter (@CRMaryvilleTN) and on Facebook 
(/CRMaryvilleTN).    
 
We are also very excited about starting a Recovery youth group in 
March called “The Landing.”  It will be for youth ages 12 to 18.   
Thank you to all the church members who are attending and 
supporting this ministry.  This is a community outreach and 
everyone is welcome. Your continued prayers are greatly 
appreciated. 

Celebration Ringers                                             Morning Glory Chorus 

http://runsignup.com/race/tn/maryville/resurrectionrun
http://runsignup.com/race/tn/maryville/resurrectionrun
http://www.CRMaryvilleTN.com
http://www.twitter.com/CRMaryvilleTN
http://www.facebook.com/CRMaryvilleTN


                                                                               HAPPENING AT 
Sunday,  March 1, 2015 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
  9:15 AM  Safe Sanctuary Training, Wesley Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary  
10:30 AM  Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall 
  4:00 PM  Financial Peace, 214 
  4:00 PM  Legacy Journey, 215 
  4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252 
  5:00 PM  Confirmation Class, 205 
  5:10 PM  Celebration Singers, 249 
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152 
Monday,  March 2, 2015 
 3:30 PM  Primary Praise Singers (K-1st) 
 3:30 PM  Merrymakers (2nd/3rd) 
 3:30 PM  Joy Singers (4th-6th) 
 6:30 PM  Welcome Table Steering Committee, 205 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015 
10:00 AM  Bible Study, 214 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 
10:00 AM  Covenant Bible Study, 214 
 

 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
 6:00 PM   Light Meal 
 7:00 PM   Worship 

 8:10 PM   Share Groups 
 
  6:30 PM  Covenant Bible Study, 214 
  6:30 PM  Lenten Studies for Families 
  7:00 PM  Dude’s Study, Taco Bell 
  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249   
 Thursday, March 5, 2015 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
  9:45 AM Asagao Handbells, 252 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:00 PM  Youth Ladies Study, Panera Bread 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Saturday, March 7, 2015 
  9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Gym 

 

 

Sunday commitments 3/1/15 

Sunday,  March 8, 2015 
   7:35 AM  Morning Glory rehearsal, 249 
   8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
   9:15 AM  Sunday School 
 10:30 AM  Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall 
 10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary  
 11:30 AM  Safe Sanctuaries Training, Wesley Hall 
   4:00 PM  Financial Peace, 214 
   4:00 PM  Legacy Journey, 215 
   4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 254 
   5:00 PM  Confirmation Class, 205 
   5:10 PM  Celebration Singers , 249 
   5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
   6:00 PM  Youth, 152 
Monday, March 9, 2015 
   3:30 PM  Primary Praise Singers  (K-1st) 
   3:30 PM  Merrymakers (2nd/3rd) 
   3:30 PM  Joy Singers (4th-6th) 
Tuesday, March 10, 2015 
10:00 AM  Bible Study, 214 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall 
Wednesday, March 11, 2015 
10:00 AM  Covenant Bible Study, 214 
    

 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
 6:00 PM   Light Meal 
 7:00 PM   Worship 

 8:10 PM   Share Groups 
 
   6:30 PM  Covenant Bible Study, 205 
   7:00 PM  Dude’s Study, Taco Bell 
   7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249 
Thursday, March 12, 2015 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:00 PM  Youth Ladies Study, Panera Bread 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Saturday, March 14, 2015 
   9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 

Sunday commitments 3/8/15 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Traditional 

       William Russell 
       Bert & Becky Emmerson 
        

 10:30 Contemporary    

       The Brinkley Family 
       Joey Smith & Family 
        
       10:30 Traditional 
      Brian & Nicole Waters 
       Ralphine Hood 

Kids Own Worship 
Communion Sunday 
No Kids Own Worship  
 
 
 Acolytes: 
Elizabeth Giffin  
Sydney Stratton 
        

Greeters: 

 8:15 Traditional 

       Suzanne & Amy Rhoden 
       Brian & Beth Cook 
       

 10:30 Contemporary    

      Don & Marsha McPherson 
      Gerry & Jane Sanders 
  
 
 
 
 

 Acolytes: 
Sophia Shepherd 
 Luke Roberts 
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With Resurrection, a ski trip and the bad weather 
(hopefully) behind us, Youth meetings should be back on 
track. 
 
Sunday mornings: 
9:15 am Sunday School 
6:00 to 8:00 pm Youth Worship 
 
Wednesdays: 
7:00 pm Dudes Study at Taco Bell 
 
Thursdays: 
6:00 pm  Ladies Study at Panera 
 

 

The next edition of The Church Bell will be published on March 9th! 

This Thursday, February 26th, there will be 
snacks and games in Wesley Hall for 

Maryville Junior High Students who are 
getting out early that day.  Everyone 

welcome and be sure and bring a friend! 

Nathan Irwin, Youth Director 
nirwin@1stchurch.org  These three went on a 

youth ski trip to Ober 
Gatlinburg along with 10 
others this past weekend. 
All had a great time! 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC
https://twitter.com/1stmaryville

